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is so promoted any new duty or obligation different from
what is obligatory on every professed member; but it.
confers a power or jurisdiction for commanding, con-
trolling, and governing all the brethren under his care.
In virtue of such distinctions, a superior, how high soever
his rank may be, is bound to the observance of the same
rules, duties, and obligations as the last Patziu ; his sacred
character is not enlarged or altered; he is only entrusted
with a certain amount of jurisdiction over some of his
brethren.

The Talapoiii is bound to Ins community, so that in
every kiaong* or house of the order there are ordinarily to
be met several Patzins and a good number of shy ins.
Each kiaong has a chief who presides over the community,
under the appellation of Tsaya, or, as is more often the
case, under that of Phongyie. He is, in most instances,
the nominee of the individual who has built the monas-
tery, and who is vested with a kind of right of patronage
to appoint whom he likes to be the head of the house he
has erected. He who is the head of the house has power
over all the inmates, and every one acknowledges him as
his immediate superior. He has the management of all
the little affairs of the community, enforces the regular
observance of the rules and duties of the profession, cor-
rects abuses, rebukes the trespassers, spurs the lazy, excite's
the lukewarm, keeps peace and maintains good under-
standing amongst his subordinates. He receives, in his
official character, the pious visitors who resort to his
monastery, either for the sake of making voluntary offer-
ings in token of their respect for and admiration of his
eminent sanctity, or for conversing with him on some
religious subjects, which, let it be said quietly, out of
deference to human frailty, sometimes make room for
those of a worldly character. If the alms-givers or advice-
seekers belong, as often happens, to the fair and devout
sex, they must remain at a distance of six or twelve
cubits, as the place may allow, from their pious adviser.